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This building was built by Mercantile Bank in 1912. Used by
Japanese troops during World War Il as a secret police station for
war coordination, it continued to function as a bank until 1992,
when it was turned into the War Memorial by the Kelantan Museum
Corporation.

This market is the economic centre of the community, and a great
introduction to the people and cuisine of Kelantan. It is named
after Prophet Muhammad’s entrepreneurial wife - a fitting name
for a market uniquely run by mostly women. It has something for
everyone, from fresh produce to traditional crafts and cakes. It is
also the place to experience a slice of life in Kelantan, abuzz with
the colours, scents and sounds of the local community.

Located just outside Kota Bharu, this cultural centre is the best 
place in Kelantan to experience the rich cultural heritage of the 
state, rarely seen anywhere else in Malaysia. A range of traditional 
activities are showcased, including bird-singing competitions, wau 
or giant kite-flying, top spinning, playing of rebana ubi (giant drums) 
and wayang kulit (shadow puppetry).

The Muhammadi Mosque is the state mosque of Kelantan. It was 
originally built in wood in 1867 and renovated several times since 
then. Unique in its architecture, it appeals to both pilgrims and 
visitors who are interested in its history. The mosque is also famed 
as a centre for islamic teachings in Kelantan.

This observation tower is located at Padang Merdeka or Merdeka 
Square in the centre of Kota Bharu town, along the riverbank. 
Visitors can make their ascent to the top of the tower. From this 
vantage point, visitors can enjoy a 360-degree bird’s eye view of 
Kota Bharu.
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This museum was built in 1887 by Sultan Muhamad, with intricate
woodcarvings and elaborate roofs that showcase excellent
Kelantanese craftsmanship. The palace has been converted into a
museum to share Kelantanese heritage and culture with the world.
Here, visitors can learn all about royal births, weddings and other
ceremonial occasions.

The Royal Museum was built in 1989 under the reign of Sultan
Ismail |. Formerly the palace of the crown prince, it was donated
to the state to be used as a museum. Today, the richly furnished
rooms are a lovely repository of Kelantan royal family regalia and the
museum disseminates information on the state’s royal family, their
personal collections and palace decorations.

Located in the heart of Kota Bharu’s cultural zone, the Handicraft
Village and Craft Museum provide visitors with the opportunity
to see firsthand how the state’s famous handicrafts are made.
Demonstrations of traditional embroidery, songket weaving, batik
printing, silverwork and woodcarving are all carried out by skilled
artisans. The Craft Museum houses many fine examples of
Kelantanese craftsmanship.

The State Museum sits in the building which originally housed the
Land Office under the British rule. Converted into a museum today,
it houses special exhibits such as traditional arts, crafts and musical
instruments. There are even artefacts of ceramics from early trading
with China.

This is the largest market in the state, about 4km from Kota Bharu,
and quite close to the Thai border. Functioning as a wet and
wholesale market during the day, it comes alive at night, with an
assortment of local products ranging from fabrics and clothes to
food and local fruits. Whether just wandering around and taking
in the local colour or haggling with local traders, a visit here is as
entertaining as it is eye-opening.
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Malaysia Airlines, AirAsia, Firefly and Batik Air operate regular 
flights to Kota Bharu. For those who would like to try out a train 
journey, Keretapi Tanah Melayu (KTMB) offers a somewhat 
adventurous journey to several towns such as Gua Musang, Kuala 
Krai, Tanah Merah, Pasir Mas, Wakaf Bharu and Tumpat. 
However, passengers must take note that there are no direct train 
services to Kelantan from Kuala Lumpur. Passengers from Kuala 
Lumpur will disembark at the Gemas station (in Negeri Sembilan) 
before boarding the eastbound train to Kelantan. Tickets for both 
trains (KL – Gemas and Gemas – Kelantan) can be purchased in 
advance. Check the KTMB website at https://www.ktmb.com.my 
for details. Travelling by road is an easy option with the availability 
of frequent and direct bus services to many towns around 
Kelantan. Passengers from Kuala Lumpur can board their buses 
from Terminal Bersepadu Selatan (TBS in short) located at Bandar 
Tasik Selatan. 

A bewildering range of handicrafts in various colours, shapes and 
sizes fill the shelves at Kelantan's souvenir shops. Take your pick 
from the intricate handicrafts, silverware, fashionable batik 
sarongs, pareos and trendy bags to the richly-embroidered 
songket fabric and many more. In many places, visitors can also 
watch how the crafts are made. Some items such as wau (giant 
kites) can be custom-made to suit your liking. Duty-free shopping 
zones are available at Rantau Panjang, Pengkalan Kubor and 
Bukit Bunga. There are modern shopping centres such as KB 
Mall, Mydin Tunjong Hypermarket, Tesco and AEON Mall. 
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Situated about 16km from Kota Bharu, this mosque boasts a 
unique wooden architecture. It combines elements from various 
countries such as pillars made out of palm trees from the Middle 
East, entranceways from Yemen and a Quranic drawing from 
Turkiye. The drums and khat drawings are from Indonesia.  
Sprawling over 5,000 sq. ft, the mosque can accommodate up to 
1,000 worshippers at one time.

The state park features several prominent mountain peaks and 
one of the highest waterfalls in Malaysia, the seven-tiered 
Jelawang Waterfall. It is a significant conservation area flourishing 
with exotic flora and fauna as well as breathtaking 225-million-
year-old limestone caves. Gunung Ayam, the highest peak at 
1,504m, is an ideal spot to catch the beautiful sunrise or sunset. 
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The Nenggiri River offers opportunities for Grade 1 – 2 whitewater 
rafting while taking in the spectacular scenery and occasional 
wildlife. Gua Cha is the largest rock shelter along the river valley, 
housing Neolithic remains dating 5,000 to 9,000 years back, 
including well-made stone tools, pottery, shell necklaces and 
stone bracelets. 

Built in the 18th century, Kampung Laut Mosque is hailed as one 
of the oldest mosques in Southeast Asia. It stands as a landmark 
for its historical value and unique archaeological features, 
particularly its wooden structure that was built without the use of 
nails.In the past, the mosque was prone to floods due to its 
location by the riverbank. It survived two major floods, the first in 
1926 and another in 1966.To preserve and safeguard the 
structure, the mosque was relocated to Nilam Puri which lies 
about 20km away. Now, the mosque has been restored and 
relocated to its original location in Tumpat. History buffs can view 
original artefacts such as ‘beduk’ (drum) and ‘mimbar’ (pulpit).

KAMPUNG LAUT HERITAGE AREA, TUMPAT

GUNUNG STONG STATE PARK
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Situated in the heart of Southeast Asia, Malaysia is a vibrant
destination with a diversity of cultures and traditions. This tropical
paradise boasts pristine jungles and verdant national parks that are
teeming with numerous species of birds and wildlife.

Malaysia’s sun-drenched islands and beaches are home to a
stunning range of marine life. Its natural wealth is complemented
by magnificent modern landmarks and heritage buildings. There
is something to charm every visitor, be it a history-lover, nature-
enthusiast, sun-seeker or an avid shopper. Explore the length and
breadth of the country to discover the many attractions of Malaysia!

Kelantanese culture is wonderfully unique, from its delicious 
cuisine to the distinctive Kelantanese Malay dialect spoken 
throughout the state. It is also home to some of the most ancient 
archaeological discoveries in Malaysia, including several 
prehistoric aboriginal settlements. Acknowledged as the Cradle of 
Malay Culture, Kelantan is a veritable showcase of traditional 
Malay customs and art forms, which includes wau (giant 
kite-flying) and wayang kulit (shadow puppetry). Kelantanese 
handicrafts such as batik, kain songket (woven brocade) and 
silverware are especially fine and sought after.

In Kota Bharu itself, trishaws are an interesting way to explore the 
city. Kota Bharu Bus Station, situated at the town centre near 
Pasar Siti Khadijah, provides connectivity to various places within 
Kota Bharu. To venture outside of Kota Bharu, travellers can take 
buses from the Lembah Sireh Bus Terminal. The local train is 
another interesting way to get around in Kelantan. The train 
operates from Tumpat in the north to Gua Musang in the south. 

There is a delightful assortment of local fare and most eateries are
open until late at night to cater to the adventurous foodies. Rice,
the staple food, is creatively cooked in many ways with the use
of different herbs and spices. Local dishes are spicy and pungent
and some dishes have Thai influences. The state is also known for
its variety of sumptuous desserts. Alternatively, visitors can opt for
Western food served at major restaurants and hotels. Fast food
outlets are available in major towns.

In this major border crossing on the Malaysia - Thai boundary, 
about 40km from Kota Bharu, is a duty-free zone that’s extremely 
popular with shoppers. All kinds of merchandise are available, 
including clothes, shoes, homeware and food. Little cafes and 
stalls are great places to take a break for a cold drink or snack.

Also located on the Malaysia-Thai border, this duty-free zone is
the place to go for a wide variety of t-shirts, souvenirs, household
items and more. Unlike air-conditioned malls or exclusive 
duty-free shops at the airport, these are open-air stalls where 
visitors can immerse themselves in the local style of shopping and 
haggle for the best prices.

This is a Thai Buddhist temple in the town of Tumpat, 
approximately 15km from Kota Bharu, that houses the largest 
reclining statue of Buddha (or Sleeping Buddha) in Malaysia. This 
40m statue was constructed in 1973 with donations from various 
Buddhist associations in Malaysia and Thailand.

The wau or traditional kite museum at Pantai Sri Tujuh is a 
complete showcase of kite culture, providing information on the 
history and development of these giant kites. The museum has 
displays of the various types of kites, and also teaches visitors 
about the age- old traditions in Kelantan and other states in 
Malaysia, as well as traditional kites from around the world.

Tumpat is the site of most of the state’s Buddhist temples. Tne 
Wat Machimmaram houses a large Seated Buddha (or Sitting 
Buddha) that is 30m high and 18m wide, reputedly the largest in 
Southeast Asia. It is a popular pilgrimage destination for Buddhist 
devotees, especially during festive and auspicious days.

Just 10km from Kota Bharu, Pantai Cahaya Bulan is a particularly
beautiful stretch of white sandy beach that is popular for family
outings and picnics. It also has a variety of water sports including
parasailing and canoeing, as well as horse riding. Food stalls and
restaurants are dotted along the beach, offering fresh barbecued
seafood.

Taman Negara is Malaysia’s premier and largest national park
that is spread over the three states of Pahang, Kelantan and
Terengganu. Sprawling over 1,013 sq km, the National Park in
Kuala Koh makes up 24% of the total park area. Numerous trails
and treks are a great way to get to know the surroundings. Other
activities include tubing, rafting, birdwatching and more.

Located in Tumpat and spread over an area of four hectares, this
breathtakingly beautiful complex consists of two temples. The
main temple houses a replica of a dragon that is about 45m in
length, thus earning it its name Dragon Boat Temple. The temple
has a distinctly Thai architectural design.

These three caves can be accessed via long-tailed boats along
the Galas River. Gua Ikan or Fish Cave is named after a solitary
fish-shaped rock. It is a fascinating experience for naturalists, with
a huge chamber of beautifully sculpted stalactites and stalagmites
as well as resident bats. The other two caves have smaller
passageways and more intricate routes, presenting greater
challenges.

This beach in Bachok, about 25km from Kota Bharu, got its name
from the gently hushing sound of the sea breeze. Commonly 
known to be the most beautiful beach in Kelantan, it is a popular 
spot for families. Water sports are readily available, as are 
restaurants and barbecue facilities.

Located along Jalan Hospital, the Kelantan State Art Gallery
showcases some of the finest works of art from local artists in a
variety of mediums. Regular exhibitions are held from time to time.
The art gallery was officially launched on 9 December 2013.

This Chinese temple in Pulai contains a sacred painting of the
Goddess of Mercy or Kuan Yin, estimated to be 500 to 700 years
old. Every year, a nine-day festival is held in honour of her birthday, 
with devotees coming from all around Asia. It is said that the painting 
was brought from China by one of the early Chinese immigrants.
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